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EDITORIAL. 


THE Conference has come and gone, leaving pleasant memories 
behind it of what we believe has been a useful meeting. On other 
pages our contributors have expressed various views, and with 
these, in the main, we are in agreement. The Conference was 
too full, but that was anticipated by all who had glanced at the 
programme when it was issued. Perhaps, now that criticism has 
become very articulate on this subject, the future organizers of 
annual meetings will endeavour to limit the subjects for discussion 
to a number that can be digested conveniently. 


* * * * 


There is a difficulty which is probably inherent in locally-held 
conferences. They furnish a fine platform for local speakers, whom, 
out of courtesy, we feel we must hear patiently, but who rule out 
association speakers. This was more pronouncedly the case at 
Cardiff than at any recent meeting we remember. No less 
than nine papers or addresses were wholly or in part local in their 
origin. Without criticising their excellence and value, we are of 
opinion that this was about twice too many ; moreover, ten addresses 
are enough, if they are debated, for a two-week’s conference in 
themselves. It is, however, so ungracious a thing for guests to 
rail against anything that their hosts provide that no one has 
dared to say this for fear of offending, and we say it with great 


deference. 
* * 


The outside view of libraries is a desirable thing to have ; but, 
nevertheless, we are really surprised to find, year after year, that 
men with innocent sympathy come before librarians and express 
views which show small knowledge of the character of (say) public 
libraries. There is an ingrained idea that we exist for the supply 
of fiction, and our advisers seemed dreadfully anxious that it should 
be good fiction. A complete misunderstanding of statistics—that, 
for example, which assumes that the number of books read and 
the number of readers are the same thing—has led to the usual 
annual discussion of our iniquities as fiction-providers. We know 
how erroneous this view is, and librarians have refuted it time 
after time ; but we caught the reputation long ago, and it remains 
and is repeated to-day. 
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One of the significant suggestions was that of the President, 
that the excrescences of public libraries would be wiped away 
and that they would provide only for those who have finished with 
organized educational institutions. From Mr. Ballinger, who for 
years advocated school libraries, children’s rooms and public 
lectures, this is a statement that gives us pause. At present, as 
Mr. Ballinger admitted, such a condition was not likely to come 
about. The argument turns upon the proviso that every school 
and college and other educational institution shall have an adequate 
library ; and, we may say also, it involves the condition that 
every such institution shall be a “ public” one. Even school 
libraries are confined to council schools, and we think there is a 
substantial other school population not catered for by them. This 
requires, and will require, the children’s library at the public library 
or in connection with it. As for extension work, we also are of 
opinion that libraries should confine themselves to lectures of the 
kind Mr. St. John Ervine advocated—those devoted to books and 
to the exploiting of books. Courses of lectures, good as they are, 
are really direct educational work. But even here the conditions 
in each town and commonsense dictate what ought to be done. 
General rules are indicative, not imperative. 


The Annual Business Meeting was a revelation in some ways, 
The meeting got out of hand entirely, and frankly was almost 
disorderly. This was in expressing disapproval of the Council’s 
intention to sever the connection of the Association with N.A.L.G.O., 
on the ground, so far as we could gather, that the Association could 
not fulfil the essential condition of affiliation that 60 per cent. of its 
members should be members of N.A.L.G.O. Until this “ essential 
condition ’’ has been proved to be possible or otherwise the matter 
cannot be settled, but clearly the Council had misrepresented the 
feeling of the members at large, and it has rarely faced such a storm. 
Had any member had a chance to interpose a drastic resolution 
it would have been carried, but fortunately everybody shouted 
down everybody else and at last the President got control, and 
with admirable tact steered the ship past the breakers. 


We draw the attention of the librarians and their staffs in and 
near London to the session now beginning at University College, 
London. For the first time complete arrangements have been 
made whereby any assistant (or librarian for that matter) can take 
the whole of the courses in the evening—most of them on Wednes- 
days. The future of assistants already in libraries will be precarious 
if they do not qualify either through the L.A. or the Library School, 
and as the latter prepares impartially for both examinations it is 
to be hoped that students will realize their jeopardy and their 


opportunity. 
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THE LIBRARY ASSOCIATION 
CONFERENCE 


Tue Conference was largely attended, and was an interesting and 
(we may add) a somewhat exhausting one. We attended at the 
reading of over twenty papers and at the discussions thereon, and 
rather than receive a long report seriatim we believe our readers 
would prefer a brief statement of the suggestions and conclusions 
that emerged. 

The address of the new President, Mr. John Ballinger, C.B.E., 
M.A., the National Library of Wales, after a brief review of the 
library position, expressed the opinion that the work of public 
libraries would in time be limited to the provision of books and 
other literary material for people who had finished their formal 
educational career, and that every school, college and university 
would possess a library suitable to its individual needs. He thought 
that the greatest difficulties of modern libraries sprang from the 
fact that they were not co-ordinated, and each town worked as if 
it were an isolated entity. This led to great inequalities in efficiency, 
and he believed the time was ripe for a complete enquiry into the 
scope and methods of public libraries. A special central library 
department—he thought of the Board of Education—should 
inspect libraries and require of them a certain degree of efficiency. 
He suggested that the present method of limiting the use of lending 
libraries to the residents in a borough should be altered so that 
people in neighbouring districts would be allowed to use them. 
Every agency that brought people into the town must be good for 
its trade and social welfare. 

A series of papers was read upon School Libraries, which 
described the system of School Libraries in use at Cardiff, in which, 
as our readers already know, the Libraries Committee co-operate 
with the Education Committee. At an expenditure of 8d. for each 
child in average attendance there are now large standing collections 
in every school, secondary and elementary, in the borough which 
are constantly refreshed with new books. These libraries issue 
nearly 400,000 books yearly to the children. The paper by Alderman 
H. M. Thompson, on “ The Relation between Public Education 
and Public Libraries,” was taken as read, and printed neatly and 
distributed. It is well worth possessing. 

A very delightful address was given by Professor Walford 
Davies on music in public libraries. He urged that each public 
library should supply books of music and books upon music. 
Especially he wished for concerted music, both vocal and instru- 
mental, beginning with the provision of pieces for two, three and 
four players. He asked for the consideration of the suggestion that 
a small sound-proof room should be provided in each library in 
which a really good gramophone was installed with records of the 
higher types of music, so that a student could hear great music 
rendered in the greatest way. In the discussion it was suggested 
that Professor Walford Davies should provide libraries with a list 


> 
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of chamber music of the t he suggested, pointing out that not 
only was the choice difficult but that this music was expensive 
and difficult to handle. As a result, Professor Davies promised to 
produce such a list, and to ask Sir Hugh Allan to assist him in its 
compilation. With regard to the gramophone, most libraries are 
faced with the fact that they have no sound-proof room nor much 
possibility of getting one. We think, however, that a really fine 
gramophone in Junior Libraries could be used in many ways to 
great advantage, as experience in America has proved. One of 
the difficulties is that many people do not regard the gramophone 
as an authentic musical instrument. The opinion of so distinguished 
and classically-minded a musician as Professor Davies may help 
to reassure them. 

The claims of students in public libraries were specially urged 
by Mr. H. J. Laski, Vice-President of the British Institute of Adult 
Education, and Mr. Eric Thomas, of University College, London. 
Mr. Laski urged that the public library was the most prominent 
and influential instrument of adult education that existed, and 
the social and intellectual improvement of the democracy depended 
upon it in far greater measure than was yet realised. His special 
argument seemed to be that those in authority should seek by the 
co-ordination of all public libraries to produce a condition in which 
any student could be provided with any necessary book. That 
is to say, if it were not in the library of a particular town that 
library should be able to tell the student where he could obtain it, 
and in most cases procure it for him. He specially advocated a 
great increase in the recognition of the work of the librarian. Mr. 
Thomas made the suggestion that there should be no separation 
of library departments for children and adults, as he thought the 
reading life was continuous. The most important problem was to 
catch the reader at the adolescent stage when leaving school, in 
order that he might be confirmed as a reader of good books. We 
also are of opinion that this is the greatest of present library 

roblems, and how to connect School and Junior Libraries with 
the Adult Library. A perfect library for adolescents, however, would, 
we think, involve some of the qualities of a good club. 


There were papers on “ Public Libraries and Welfare Work ” 
by Mr. T. Vivian-Rees, and “ Miners’ Libraries’’ by Mr. T. I. 
Mardy-Jones, and on “ Ships’ Libraries ” by Mr. Albert Mansbridge. 
Mr. Vivian-Rees advocated that the libraries should be represented 
on all welfare committees, that literature and lists should be 
provided for welfare workers, and lists should be sent to all clubs 
and societies of all kinds working with the people. He also suggested 
that the announcement of births in the newspapers should be 
watched, and lists of suitable books on children sent to the parents. 
We think that great tact would be necessary in carrying out this 
last suggestion. Mr. Mansbridge described the experiment he had 
made of placing libraries of carefully-selected books for the crews 
on thirty ocean-going ships. The experiment proved that there 
was a very large field for library work at sea, and the librarians of 
the sea-ports were asked by the Association to consider how libraries 
in general might assist the movement. 
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The wittiest paper of the Conference was one by Mr. St. John 
Ervine, in which he declared that public libraries admitted only 
books which had passed a certain test. It was as difficult for a rich 
man to enter Heaven as for a modern author to enter a public library. 
He thought that public libraries should stock only the best works 
and the very worst, instancing Thomas Hardy and Ethel M. Dell 
as examples. Apparently by some process of revuision which he 
did not explain, when one had read an Ethel M. Dell book in sheer 
disgust one would turn to Thomas Hardy. He advocated the 

iving of lectures on books regularly. It will be seen that Mr. 
Severe was under the impression that libraries dealt only with 
novels, and the logic of his argument was not obvious. 


These were the outstanding papers of the Conference, but there 
were many others which will make interesting reading when they 
appear in print. For example, Mr. H. Avray Tipping gave a most 
cultured, and indeed charming, address on the history of library 
buildings and fittings. Mr. Herbert Vaughan pleased us by proving 
not only that we were a reading nation, but also that librarians 
ought to direct reading more than they do. He raised ire in many 
breasts by saying that most of the books we issued were poor stuff, 
which is not true, we think ; but there was no time for a discussion 
of the matter. We give a brief discussion of it elsewhere. Few 
things delighted the Conference more than “ The autobiography 
of a mouse,” as written in different ways by two boys, and included 
in a paper on the co-operation of the Public Library and the Ele- 
mentary School by Mr. Herbert Crabtree ; they showed—the first 
especially—imaginative understanding of a rare and precious kind. 
A really fine address on “ Library Work in a Secondary School ”’ 
by Mr. Frederick Matthias brought out the fact that the greatest 
difficulty of teachers was the lack of general knowledge in children, 
which could only be cured by reading. He advocated amongst 
other things that teachers should serve on Library Committees, a 
suggestion we do not approve any more than the converse suggestion 
that librarians should serve on Education Committees. Neither 
course is to be desired as both are officials, and officials ought not 
to sit on one another’s committees. 


Mr. E. J. Rees gave quite a useful address on Works’ Lending 
Libraries. The theme was the provision of what are virtually small 
deposits of general books in factories having a staff large enough 
to warrant it. The experiment had proved successful at Cardiff, 
and the method deserves study. 


On general conference matters it is pleasant to remark that 
the social organization did honour to all those engaged in it. There 
was charming music given by:the Cardiff Musical Society at the 
reception by the Vice-Chairman of the Cardiff Local Reception 
Committee at the Central Library. The Mayoral Reception at the 
fine City Hall lacked nothing to make it worthy of the town. The 
SS of Chains by the Garth Dramatic Society was excellent. 

isits to the Vale of Glamorgan, to Llangibby, Llandaff Cathedral, 
and Cardiff Docks gave variety and recreation which were much 
appreciated. 
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The Exhibitions held in the vestibules of University College 
were an admirable addition to the meeting. They were examined 
by hundreds of the delegates with much profit, and this feature 
of exhibitions is now, we hope, a settled part of the organization 
of Annual Meetings. 

The Conference happily sychronized with the celebration of 
the Diamond Jubilee of Cardiff Public Libraries, and a public 
celebration was held on the Friday in which many librarians joined 
with the citizens in congratulating them upon the long years of 
successful work to the credit of that progressive system. In fine, 
the Cardiff meeting will remain pleasantly in our memories, and 
the thanks and congratulations which were given to the Local 
Committee and to Mr. Harry Farr and his staff were never better 
deserved or more genuine. 


CACKLES ON THE CONFERENCE 
By A. P. ULLET. 


AMONG the many remarks at Cardiff more or less applicable to the 
situation was a chance suggestion made by one speaker, “ that 
the object of the Conference was to permit its members to cackle,”’ 
a suggestion which has given rise to the following ideas :— 

Poultry keepers know two forms of cackling—the noise of 
the old broody hen, producing no eggs and no profit until she is 
put in the pot, and the loud cackle of the pullet that produces an 
egg for each cackle. In successful poultry farming the diet of the 
birds must be changed often, and it is better to underfeed than to 
overfeed. How well might these rules be applied to a conference. 
The same old diet was presented, and moreover it was “ dry feeding,” 
not “wet mash.” By Wednesday evening the majority of the 
members were fed up, and were just as feeble as “ crop bound” 
birds. Only by treatment in the smoking rooms of the various 
hotels were they ready to receive the light diet offered on Thursday 
morning. This treatment took the form of cackling, without which 
feathers would have appeared more ruffled and tails more inclined 
to droop than was actually the case. 

To depart from metaphor. It was a sleepy Conference. A bad 
start was made by the President reading his address, involving a 
waste of time that could have been avoidea if the address—which 
was printed—had been circulated to the members a week before. 
The address was without doubt an epoch-making one, and was 
surely intended as a call to arms. The last part of his paper con- 
tained suggestions that should have been productive of greater 
applause than the remarks of later speakers. Yet not a wave of 
appreciation or inspiration was felt by the assembly. It was 
unexpected, whereas the jokes of a later speaker were expected 
and appreciated. Because such a statement was made without 
due notice we suggest that the Council deserve censure. They 
talk of publicity, yet they permit a call such as this to be sprung 
on the members. If the President’s address had been circulated 
we feel sure that after discussion the members would have been 
prepared to take definite action upon it. We cannot afford to lose 
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valuable time, and now that the President has taken this initial 
step we hope he will spend his term of office in preparing the way 
for definite action. 

Another instance of lost opportunity was a series of papers 
on Tuesday afternoon on the relation of libraries with the education 
system. The facts presented were not new. The proceedings 
opened by a paper written in 1903, continued by a further state- 
ment of the same facts in regard to the elementary school, placed 
on a psychological basis by the third speaker, and again rehashed 
by the last speaker. Yet we got no further than we were in pre- 
war days. Had none of the speakers read the “ Report on the 
Teaching of English’ ? Had none of them heard of the Ambleside 
system of education, or of the Dalton plan? The tendency of 
modern education is to develop the reading habit. That is to say, 
the children are taught how to read aright, and are prepared for 
the real education they will receive in after life. With this broaden- 
ing of educational outlook there is a great call for active co-opera- 
tion between the librarian and the teacher. Books are essential 
to the system, and the librarian’s knowledge of books should be 
made available to the teachers. Within the next decade it will be 
necessary for educational authorities to secure this ex know- 
ledge, either by employing special librarians or by making use of 
the existing librarians. We had an appeal by the teachers’ repre- 
sentative for recognition; we had a rejoinder that the teachers 
were disinterested in the work of the libraries with the children. 
Both statements cannot be right. There were twenty minutes 
available for discussion, but the contributors were persons called 
as a matter of compliment. We librarians are experts, yet our 
discussions are allowed to get into the hands of the laymen. Where 
were the rural librarians who having worked in active co-operation 
with the teaching profession were able to speak on this subject 
with special knowledge ? Why were they not invited from the Chair 
to supply this information ? At least two librarians able and willing 
to speak had to give way to individuals who thought they were in 
the local council chamber. What an opportunity was missed of 
forming a joint committee with the Association of Directors of 
Education, the National Union of Teachers, and the Headmasters’ 
Association. Only by joint action can we secure maximum effort, 
and all the time we are keeping apart from the teaching profession 
we are discounting our influence for good on the intellectual welfare 
of the community. 

There were improved relations between libraries and educa- 
tionalists on Wednesday morning. At the end of an excellent address 
by Mr. Laski on “ The Public Library and Adult Education,” our 
Hon. Secretary came forward with a resolution in favour of a joint 
committee with that body. It is true in so doing he mixed up the 
Central Library for Students with the Institute of Adult Education, 
and incidentally at least 50 per cent. of the members did not appear 
to realise the possibilities of the liaison ; yet the fact remains that 
by this resolution more opportunities for good have come out of 
our deliberations than at any Conference since the “ reconstruction 
cackle ”’ during the war. 
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We might continue to discuss the papers, but space does not 
permit. Generally speaking they taught us nothing new, but need 
we be surprised? Was it a fact that a great mind like St. John 
Ervine was asked to give a paper on similar lines to one by Hugh 
Walpole? Arising from this paper, the Conference suffered an 
intrusion. A man on the wrong side of the “ allotted span ” dared 
to address the Conference. His remarks were sane and very much 
to the point, but they were ignored. Inspired by the success of 
the egg laid on the previous day, he had a definite proposal to 
make, but it was stillborn—a photograph is much more important 
than the question of book supply. We congratulate Mr. Sanderson 
on his effort, and hope that he will pursue the subject at a later date. 

Now for suggestions for the future guidance of the Council, 
or, as I should say, the Vice-Presidents of the Library Association 
—for they rule the roost :— 

1.—The Conference next year should be devoted to the sugges- 
tions of our President. 

2.—Only librarians, educationists, and others who are in the 
position to contribute definite information should be invited to 
address the Conference. Complimentary papers are a waste of time. 

3.—The limited time at the disposal of the Conference should 
be set aside for discussion, and with this in view the papers should 
be printed at least a month ahead, and placed in the hands of 
members. The papers have to be printed in the Record, so there 
would be no objection on the score of expense. 

4.—Members wishing to contribute to the discussion should 

ive in their names before the Conference, and the time available 
or the discussion should be divided among them. 

5.—The younger members of the Association should be given 
an opportunity of contributing papers. 

Our final impression of the Conference proper, as apart from 
the Annual Business Meeting, was a curious one. As the photograph 
was being taken, an empty hearse came along. Drawing near it 
appeared to pause. Was it coming to take charge of the dead 
body, which was being photographed ? No, it passed on, probably 
impressed by the hopeful and confident look on our faces ; hopeful 
because we had laid at least one egg, and confident because from that 
egg a new life would be forthcoming. Whether this new life will 
develop into maturity is in the hands of the younger members of 
the Association. Old hens are bad mothers. 


LETTERS ON OUR AFFAIRS 


DEAR ARISTONYMOUS, 

What of the Annual Meeting? you ask. Well you may, 
and you will be lucky if you get a coherent answer, as I have not 
yet entirely straightened out my impressions. I urged Eratosthenes 
to write to you about it, but he dashed off to Ilfracombe directly 
the meeting ended and no one has heard from him since: he 
said a period of recuperation was absolutely necessary if his sanity 
was to remain intact. From this you will gather that the affair was 
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—Courth Journal. 


John Bale, Sons & Danielsson, Limited 


83-91 GREAT TITCHFIELD STREET, LONDON, W.1 


Messrs. W. & R. Holmes, of Dunlop St., 
Glasgow, and Yorkshire St., Rochdale, 
execute Contracts in all parts of the 
Kingdom. Their Library Department 
is highly-organised to give service with 
promptitude and efficiency. Place your 
orders for current literature, remainders, 
and second-hand books with them, and 
get the benefit of their economic service. 
All consignments carriage paid to 
destination. 
3-11, DUNLOP STREET, GLASGOW 


and at 95, Yorkshire St., Rochdale. 
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CONGESTED. 

It was, in fact, the most overburdened series of meetings I 
have ever attended. I am told that the Council at its meetings 
evinced an irritated miserable dignity of the most ludicrous sort, 
and one councillor told a friend of mine that he thinks this to have 
been the result of the prevailing mental oppression. That goes 
too far, but there were over a score of papers on the programme, 
each capable of a session's discussion, none of which was discussed 
as “‘ there was no time.’’ We were a mere lecture society, com- 
pelled to listen time after time to statements which were so elemen- 
tary that they raised a smile, or so angular that they made one 
creep all down one’s spinal cord, without a chance of reply. 


HOWEVER, 
let us look at the brighter side. On the social side the meeting was 
excellent. All that a beautiful place of meeting, a skilful marshalling 
of events, and a warm civic welcome could bestow were ours, and 
Mr. Harry Farr and his colleagues deserve the warmest tribute 
that can be paid to them. It was late on Monday evening that 
my taxi skirted Cathays Park and deposited me at Aberdare Hall, 
now known equally as the Nunnery and the Convent to the library 
profession, a place which in its more decorous days is a hostel 
for women university students. We were comfortable there, with 
the dry, sometimes sardonic, wit of the Hon. Secretary to cheer us, 
and the conversation over the pipe of several august ones to assist. 
The bulk of the members, however, appeared to be at Headquarters, 
the Park Hotel; and why the officers were not at Headquarters 
is either a ruse or a mystery. 

BUSINESS 
was brisk, and it is difficult to convey to you more than an idea of 
it. I believe we actually started each session punctually ; so the 
Association is improving, strange as that may seem. The Lord 
Mayor welcomed us and the new President, Mr. John Ballinger, 
in a model speech ; brief, cordial, sympathetic. Then the Principal 
of the University gave us his welcome, telling us that the room in 
which we met, the Library of the University, was its most beautiful 
room, and cheering us with the reminder that historically the 
library was the parent of the University. Then the retiring president 
welcomed Mr. John Ballinger to the chair. 

Mr. JoHN BALLINGER 

is one of those rare men who through a long life devoted to the highest 
ends of his profession, active, initiating and beneficent, has gone 
from stage to higher stage in the respect and even affection of his 
professional brethren. His elevation to the President's chair gives 
me and will give you, Aristonymous, as indeed it will give to every 
librarian, undiluted gratification. What the library movement 
owes to Mr. Ballinger, especially of late years, it would be indiscreet 
to sav ; but it is far more than the rank and file of us realize. Nor 
let me pass on without a word of Alderman Abbott. He has been 
a fine President, “a working President,” as the Council Report 
says, and work with the Alderman combines faith, energy and 
eloquence. Our respect for him has been enhanced greatly by his 
vear of office. 
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PAPERS. 

No doubt others will write of the various contributions to the 
programme. I liked Mr. Ballinger’s address very much; it was 
what I expected of him, reasoned, logical and calmly confident, 
but with a definite leaning to the centralization and inspection of 
libraries, a position to which I am coming myself. I also liked the 
paper of Mr. F. J. Matthias, for its eloquence and clear thinking. 
I think Mr. Green's paper was a mistake. Mr. Laski gave us. vistas 
of enormous length to look at, with the hope that we shall gird 
up our loins to go to their end; and Mr. St. John Ervine told us 
that authors did not love libraries quite as much as librarians 
thought, and described the literary iniquities of Ethel M. Dell with 
a gusto that would have done credit to a jilted lover, or to a suburban 
lady (once herself a typist) describing her “ general.’’ And then, 
Mr. Vivian-Rees required us to become power-houses for all social 
endeavour. Amongst other things, incidentally, we should perhaps 
watch the ANNOUNCEMENTS OF BIRTHS 
in the newspapers, and send lists of books to the newly-made parents 
on child nurture. This little point was too much for my restless 
friend, Pancrastus, who immediately drafted a suitable letter, thus : 

“ The Chief Librarian of Slowcombe congratulates Mr. 
and Mrs. James Smith on the birth of twins, and ventures to 
suggest that the following books will be of interest at this 
important time.”’ 

He paused over the books, and selected Sarah Grand’s Heavenly 
Twins for a start. Anyway the scheme has possibilities, some of 
them unforseen, I believe, by Mr. Rees. 

MISCELLANEA. 

Had I leisure, I should like to take you over the whole pro- 
gramme, and in the future I shall have occasion to return to it. 
Now, I can only run over the impressions that remain; and they 
are confused and indistinct. If all who suggested things to us had 
their way, the library service of the country would require at least 
a one-shilling rate to carry it out. Take that advising of new parents 
alone—in a large city it would occupy the whole time of one or two 
not unskilled assistants ; and so with much else that was suggested. 
You will hear of thé Business Meeting, where everybody spoke 
at once, and our Attic dignity, if we ever had it, went up in “ boos ” 
and “ nos ”* and even less beautiful yells. Then the 

ANNUAL DINNER, 

where we gave a gold watch and chain to Mr. Tedder in affectionate 
recognition of a life-time of service of the best,and many good 
speeches were made. Then the entertaining was admirable, and 
the excursions were capital. There was a film of Library Work 
at the Mayoral Reception which went somewhat too fast, but may 
be called a promising beginning to a real form of propaganda. 
There were excellent EXHIBITIONS 

which we studied with interest and profit. Much might be said 
about these; but space forbids. I should like, too, to report the 
talks in the lounge, where wit and memory combined with smoke 
(a great ceal of the last). I have a warm affection for Cardiff—but— 
but the whole affair was foo strenuous. CALLIMACHUS. 


[The Editor does not hold himsel/ responsi‘le for the opinions of the 
writers of ‘‘ LETTERS ON OUR AFFAIRS.’’] 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


Tue Lierary Worip 285 
LIBRARY PUBLICITY FILM 


CONSIDERABLE interest was taken in the “release ’’ of the Library 
Publicity Film ‘‘ screened ’’ at the Lord Mayor’s Reception at the 
Cardiff Conference. The picture showed various phases of library 
work, beginning with views of the British Museum and the Central 
Library for Students. The Islington Public Library, as a typical 
London library, was depicted in motion, followed by views of Croy- 
don, Nottingham, Worthing and Cardiff Public Libraries. These 
were excellent as showing the possibilities of the idea. Those who 
“go down to the sea in ships ’’ were pictured as being catered for 
in the matter of literature. The concensus of opinion was that the 
film as a whole was decidedly interesting, and that Messrs. Grafton 
and Co. were to be commended upon their enterprise in taking the 
initiative. The difficulties, both mechanical and financial, to be 
overcome before the film was an accomplished fact were many, 
and the limited time at the service of the producers prevented the 
inclusion of other important libraries in the picture; Man- 
chester, for instance, to name but one. The publishers have put 
this forward as an experiment, and will, we understand, welcome 
co-operation in every way possible, both as regards the showing of 
the film and future developments. The present film is to be hired 
fer a small fee, and many librarians will doubtless take the oppor- 
tunity of showing this locally, both in their library lectures, other 
local lectures, and getting their local cinemas to show it. The 
first public exhibition will take place shortly at the Rink Cinema, 
Finsbury Park. The possibilities are great, and all interested in 
library publicity will see in the idea endless opportunities 
to advance the Library Movement by popular methods. The 
production is not in any way the official film of the Library 
Association Publicity Committee, being an entirely private produc- 
tion ; but the members of the Committee have generally commended 
the enterprise, and realize that it is but the beginning of greater 
things to come.—W.A.B. 


BRITISH INSTITUTE OF ADULT EDUCATION 


THIs is an age of committees and conferences, and it will therefore 
not be surprising to librarians to learn that the British Institute of 
Adult Education held what we believe to be its first conference 
during the week-end from September 29th to October 2nd. There 
can, however, be no doubt that conferences such as these are the 
best treatment for that particularly English characteristic menta! 
inertia, referred to by Canon E. W. Barnes in his most impressive 
address at the Sunday afternoon session at the Conference. 

Many conferences, as we know, tend to become merely pleasant 
jov-rides (quite a legitimate and useful proceeding), but the keen 
interest sustained throughout in the subjects under discussion by 
all those attending this conference: was remarkable and seems to 
suggest that we are only just beginning to realise the full significance 
of what we mean by adult education. It was felt, at this conference 
at any rate, that a real effort was being made to get to grips with 
things that really matter, and the fact that an extra session was 
arranged at the request of those present is in itself evidence not 
only of the usefulness but also of the necessity for such conferences. 
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The question of libraries, urban and rural, as agents in adult 
education was only briefly mentioned, and we look forward with 
great interest and hopefulness to the formation of a joint com- 
mittee of the Library Association and the B.I.A.E. as a result of 
the resolution at the Cardiff Conference If they can hammer out 
some practical proposals for a national library scheme they will 
have justified their existence. 

The subject of the Conference at Balliol College was Adult 
Education. In his opening address the President of the Conference, 
Viscount Haldane of Cloan, dealt with the place of the University 
in adult education, and emphasised the unity of knowledge as the 
dominant idea in adult education. The discussion of the subject 
was continued at the second session on Saturday morning, the 
opening speakers being Messrs. J. L. Stocks, Dennis Robertson, and 
Robert Peers. 

The third session dealt with the Social Studies and Adult 
Education, on which six short speeches were delivered by Messrs. 
J. R. M. Butler, G. D. H. Cole, A. D. Lindsay, H. J. Laski, Sir Wm. 
Beveridge, and Prof. D. H. Macgregor, followed by a very inter- 
esting discussion. 

The members of the Conference attended the service in Balliol 
College Chapel on Sunday to hear a sermon by the Bishop of Oxford, 
and in the afternoon addresses were delivered by the Rev. Canon 
E. W. Barnes and Dr. T. R. Glover on the Spiritual Aspects of 
Adult Education. 

The Conference was somewhat of the nature of an intellectual , 
‘ forcing house,”’ and it is impossible to give any adequate account 
in the short space at our disposal. 

We would heartily recommend all our readers to order a copy 
of the full report of the Conference to be published at half-a-crown 
by the British Institute of Adult Education at 13, John Street, 
Adelphi, W.C.—-H.A.T. 


GERMAN LIBRARY CONFERENCE 


Tue eighteenth Conference of German Librarians was held in Cassel on the 
7th, Sth and 9th of June last. A series of reports was presented on the Uni- 
versity Libraries, on the Provincial Libraries, on Technical Libraries in the 
towns, and on the work of the library of new German books organised by the 
German book trade. This library meets the need in Germany that is here met 
by the National Copyright Library, and includes the whole of German publica- 
tions as issued since 1900. This relates to the publishers’ bibliographies 
which are now compiled in this library. 


Other papers read were “ A Report on Official Documents,” ‘‘ The 
Royal and District Library in Hanover,’’ ‘* The Work of the Brothers Grimm 
in the Cassel Library,’ ‘‘ The Position of Librarians and Library Assistants 


in Germany.”’ Discussions were also raised on duplicates in libraries, the 
centralisation of foreign exchanges of books, the annual report on the progress 
of bibliography and library science during the year, on the collection of local 
folklore and the history of German civilisation, on a new library of local 
topographical collections, at Speier on the Rhine. 

The Conference concluded with the Report of the Council and with 
general business. It will be noticed that this is no haphazard collection of 
papers. Evidently each reporter has been instructed to report upon a definite 
subject whicly is of foremost interest at the moment. The discussions are 
short and to the point, and the whoie proceedings of the Conference, including 
both papers and discussions, were printed and issued on August 25th. 
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LIBRARY NEWS 


[ Readers are invited to send us items of news for this column. Brief 
Notes on innovations, interesting happenings, appointments and 
changes and other local items of general interest are particularly 
welcome. | 

At Croypon during the All-British Wireless Exhibition (which 

was held at Horticultural Hall, Westminster, October 2-7) the 

Radio Co. arranged that the concerts “ broadcasted” in con- 

nection with the Exhibition should be received in the Junior 

Library. There were four of these concerts daily, and at two of 

them children “ listened in” and adults at the other two. Brief 

lectures and demonstrations on “ radio-telephony’”’ were given 
by Mr. H. Rivers-Moore, B.Sc., M.I.E.E., relating the subject to 

the books in the Libraries; and the daily audiences numbered a 

thousand people. 

The DuNDEE Free Library Committee are, naturally, perturbed 
by a epidemic of book stealing from the Central Library which 
was arranged on “a kind of open access’ system. Over 90 books 
had been taken during the month of August. We resist making 
the usual joke about Scotchmen, yet, all the same, this is quite 
unusual and does not represent the experience of most Open Access 
libraries. 

EDINBURGH.—The Morningside Branch Library has been 
converted into an Open Access Library, and was re-opened to the 
public on August 23rd, 1922. The classification adopted was that 
of the Library of Congress. This library, with the Corstorphine 
Branch Library, is the second public library now conducted on the 
Open Access system in Edinburgh. We believe the only other 
libraries classified on the Congress system are the National Library 
of Wales and the Wigan Public Library. It will be interesting to 
hear in due course what the results of applying this system to British 
libraries have been. 

The latest issue of the GATESHEAD Library Record contains 
an interesting illustrated article on “‘ Riverside Gateshead,”’ followed 
by a note on “‘ Some Books relating to Riverside Gateshead.” 

The annual report and supplementary catalogue of the LIvER- 
POOL Library (Lyceum) shows an increase in the use of that excellent 
institution. During the year 502 volumes were purchased at a total 
cost of £461, a figure that indicates well the still very high cost of 
books in all branches of literature. The cheapest average was that 
of books of drama, then theological works, books on antiquities 
being the most expensive. 

The total issues from the SHEFFIELD Public Libraries during 
August were 86,765. The increase compared with the correspond- 
ing month of 1921 is 26,513—thought to be due, to some extent, 
to the larger use of the libraries by the unemployed. 

In August, 1921, 48,024 books were issued from the lending 
libraries alone; last August the figure had jumped to 75,434. 
One factor which makes the increased borrowing of books the more 
remarkable is that in August last year 3,879 books were issued 
from delivery stations, which have since been closed. 
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The Public Libraries Committee have arranged an excellent 
series of free lectures at the libraries for the winter, including “‘ The 
Art of Reading,”” by Mr. Henry Guppy, M.A. ; ‘ Poets of Nature 
and of Human Life,’ William Wordsworth and Walt Whitman, 
by Prof. G. C. Moore Smith ; ‘‘ Epigrams and Epitaphs,”” by Mr. 
R. H. Minshall ; ‘‘ The Flight Factor in Birds,” Prof. C. J. Patten ; 
“ Citizenship,”” Sir Henry Hadow; “ The Song Factor in Birds,” 
Prof. Patten; “ Bird Nesting with a Camera,” Mr. C. H. Wells; 
Oliver Wendell Holmes, by Mr. R. H. Minshall; ‘Ancient Roads 
and their Development,’ by Mr. G. H. B. Ward, the veteran leader 
of Sheffield Ramblers ; “ Quaint Holland,”’ by Mr. A. Peter, the 
Secretary of Sheffield Rotary Club. 

The WiGcan Public Libraries and Health Committees have 
arranged for the delivery, by Dr. Wm. Stirling, formerly professor 
at Manchester University, of the Combe Trust Lectures on Health 
subjects. 

A curious error finds its way into a recent article in the Pall 
Mall and Globe on Librarianship for Women. The writer, who does 
not appear to know a great deal about her subject, credits Mr. 
Luxmore Newcombe with the statement that “ there are not many 
more than fourteen women employed in public libraries in England.” 

An interesting article on “An Efficient Library Service: How 
readers choose and enjoy the best,”” by Mr. EDWARD GREEN, Chief 
Librarian, Halifax, appeared in The Cleckheaton and Spenborough 
Guardian of September Ist. The writer deals largely with Dr. 
Baker’s recent book, The Public Library. 

We print below the list of the free Public Lectures to be given 
at the LonpoN UNIVERsITY ScHOOL OF LIBRARIANSHIP. All of 
them are to be delivered by the most authoritative speakers on 
the various subjects, and should be attended by all librarians and 
library assistants in the London district who enjoy the Wednesday 
half-holiday, and by as many others as possible. 

I.—A Discussion on “ Recent Developments in Rural Library Work,”’ on 
Wednesday, October 11th, at 5.30. The following will take part :— 
Miss A. S. Cooke, County Librarian, Kent Rural Libraries. 

Col. J. M. Mitchell, O.B.E., Secretary of the Carnegie United Kingdom Trust. 
Captain R. Wright, County Librarian, Middlesex Rural Libraries. 
II.—‘‘ The Organisation of a Great Library,’’ by Mr. L. Stanley Jast, Chief 

Librarian, Manchester Public Libraries, on Wednesday, October 25th, 

at 5.30. (Lantern Illustrations.) 

IIlI1.—*‘ English Prose Style from Swift to Shaw,” by the Director of the 
School, on Monday, November 13th, at 3. 

IV. and V.—" Illustration of Books."” Two lectures by Mr. T. G. Hill, A.R.C.S., 
F.L.S., on Wednesday, December 6th and 13th, at 5.30. 

(i.) ‘‘ Intaglio and Plane Surface.” 
(ii.) Relief.” 

VI.—" Italian Book-Bindings,’”” by Major Cyril Davenport, V.D., F.S.A., on 
Wednesday, January 3lIst, at 5.30. (Lantern Illustrations.) 

VII.—‘ Modern Machine Binding,”” by Mr. G. A. Stephen, F.L.A., City 
Librarian, Norwich, on Wednesday, February 14th, at 5.30. (Lantern 
Illustrations.) 

VIII.—" Manuscript Influence on the Early Printed Book,”” by Mr. G. H. 
Palmer, on Wednesday, February 28th, at 5.30. (Lantern Illustrations.) 

IX.—" The Printed Book as an Artistic Unity,” by Mr. Richard Wilson, 
D.Lit., on Wednesday, May 2nd, at 5.30. (Lantern Illustrations.) 

X.—" The Practice of Extra Illustrations,” by Mr. R. F. Green, on Wednes- 


day, May 16th, at 5.30. 
These lectures are open to the Public without fee or ticket. 
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The Usher Collection of Objects of Art, recently bequeathed 
to the City of Lincoln, is to be temporarily housed in the Lincoln 
Public Library, and the City Librarian (Mr. A. R. Corns) has been 
appointed Keeper of the Collection. The Collection comprises 
valuable porcelain, enamels, miniatures, antique silver, watches, and 
Nelson relics. In addition, the late James Ward Usher left sufficient 
money to build an Art Gallery, upon the erection of which the City 
Council have obtained the advice of Sir Reginald Blomfield, R.A. 

Two questions are likely to affect public libraries profoundly. 
The first is the Royal Commission on London Government under 
Lord Ullswater, which will be completed within the next year ; 
and the second is even more universally interesting, the Royal Com- 
mission which Sir Alfred Mond has now promised to enquire into 
the whole question of local government areas. As a special corre- 
spondent in The Observer of 30th July points out, there are many 
local areas so small that they cannot be effective: ‘‘ How is it 
possible for the Urban District Council of Mallwyd, in Merioneth, 
to take one example, which has a rateable value of £4,187, to provide 
the services which they are empowered to do under the Museums 
and Gymnasiums Act, the Public Libraries Act, etc.?’’ He fore- 
shadows an enquiry not only into the adjustment of boundaries, 
but into the economic means of providing the fullest public services 
over all areas. If such a Commission comes into being, the Library 
Association should have a policy in relation to it, and should ask to 
be heard before the Commission. The case of the Royal Commission 
on London did not seem to interest the Library Association, although 
it may affect the whole library system of London, and a college 
librarian has been acting in the capacity of advisor on public libraries 
to the Commission ! 

We take the following from The Norwood News :— 

“Organisers of public meetings, entertainments and similar 
gatherings in any district frequently experience much annoyance 
and disappointment by finding when too late that another attractive 
event has been arranged on the date selected, the consequence 
being both suffer financially or in point of view of attendance. 
Mr. S. J. Clarke, the Librarian of Penge, is endeavouring to minimise 
the trouble so far as Penge and Anerley are concerned. In the 
lobby of the Library a large board has been provided for noting 
‘ Forthcoming fixtures,’ say, three months ahead. Mr. Clarke 
enters all he can ascertain. If promoters of events will consult the 
list and choose an open date, Mr. Clarke will write in the particulars. 
In this way, with a little care, everyone will benefit and confusion 
and annoyance will be appreciably reduced. Whether the same 
plan could be followed in larger areas is a moot point.” 


PERSONAL. 

Gifford, John Dennis, a chief assistant in the Bolton Central 
Libraries, to be Librarian, Public Library, Leigh, Lancs. 

Foster, G. F. (Kidderminster) to be Senior Assistant, Bolton 
Public Libraries. 

Singleton, F.(St. Helens)to be Senior Asst., Bolton Public Libraries. 

Taylor, Miss M. R. (Diplomatic School of Librarianship, London 
University) to be Senior Assistant, Bolton Public Libraries. 
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REVIEWS 


PROFESSIONAL LITERATURE. 

Sayers (W. C. Berwick) An Introduction to Library Classifica- 
tion: Theoretical, Historical, and Practical ; and a Short Course 
in Practical Classification: with Readings, Questions, and 
Examination Papers. Second edition, revised. 256 pp., cr. 8vo, 
cloth gilt. Grafton and Co., 10s 6d net. 


The claims of systematic classification are more widely conceded to-day 
than ever they have been in the past, not only in Librarianship but also in 
other departments of life. It has now become a recognised factor in com- 
mercial enterprise, and forms one of the sections in courses of instruction 
in industrial efficiency. In modern Librarianship it is increasingly evident 
that only by the adoption of minute schemes of classification can the best 
service be secured; indeed, classification and indexing seem to be the two 
chief features in the successful administration of a library to-day. Probably 
no one has done more to extend the knowledge of this subject than Mr. Sayers : 
hundreds of students have passed through his hands as a teacher, and many 
more must have profited by his writings. Now we have before us a new edition 
of one of his most valuable books, viz., “‘An Introduction to Library Classifica- 
tion : Theoretical, Historical, and Practical ; with a short course in Practical 
Classification, with readings, questions and examination papers. 

The present volume consists of a reprint of the “ Introduction ”’ issued 
in 1918, together with the ‘‘ Short Course ”’ which first appeared in the Library 
Association Record; but it is more than this, for the latter has been re-arranged 
and amended in certain respects as well as amplified, while a number of elucida- 
tions have been introduced into both parts. In addition there is an appendix 
giving a resumé of Mr. Wyndham Hulme’s articles entitled ‘* The Principles 
of Classification,’’ which were printed in the Library Association Record in 
1911-12; also an index has been supplied. It will be seen, therefore, that 
the whole forms a very complete treatise and, as the Author says in his Preface, 
if the student undertakes the suggested readings, will give a sound and 
systematic drilling in classification. It is testimony to the favour with which 
the original work was received that a second edition should be required 
within four years, and there can be no doubt whatever that the book before 
us will be generally accepted as the recognised text-book on the subject. 
It is deserving of this, too, for anything Mr. Sayers undertakes he carries out 
with a thoroughness which leaves no loopholes for criticism, and in dealing 
with the difficult subject of systematic classification he combines such sound 
knowledge with lucidity of treatment that the result is a volume we are able 
to commend without a single reservation. It would almost seem as though 
the day had gone by for any radical changes in the theory of bibliographical 
classification, so that the doctrines taught by Mr. Savers are likely to stand 
without challenge. It is true that Mr. Wyndham Hulme’s views are some- 
what opposed to those held by the writer of this book, but they are stated 
here, and the student has the advantage of comparing them item by item as 
it were. The summarising of Mr. Wyndham Hulme’s theory was a very 
difficult piece of work, but was well worth doing, and Mr. Sayers has succeeded 
in presenting the theory clearly in spite of the handicap of interpreting another 
man’s views in condensed phraseology, while its inclusion was a happy thought. 
In the first edition the ‘‘ Subject Classification ’’ was inadequately treated, 
and that has now been remedied ; likewise the Classified Catalogue has received 
fuller consideration: it is therefore difficult to suggest any improvement, so 
we content ourselves by expressing our gratitude to Mr. Sayers for having 
furnished us with an invaluable text-book.—W.B.T 


LIBRARY REPORTS 
Tue READER’s InpDeEx, the bi-monthly magazine of the Croydon 
Public Libraries, Vol. 24, No. 4, July and August, 1922. 

This is, as usual, the most fully annotated of all our bulletins; in this 
issue we find also a list of all fiction added during the previous year. The 
* notes on topics of interest to readers include one on ‘‘What are the t Novels 
of Modern Times ? ” 
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A census at the Central Branch libraries uced the following li 
the twelve most popular good novels of to-day ag aieauenes 

Barrie, Little Minister; Bennett, Anna of the Five Towns; Blackmore 
Lorna Doone; Conrad, Nigger of the ‘‘ Narcissus’; Farnol, Broad Highway ; 
Haggard, King Solomon's Mines; Hawkins, Prisoner of Zenda; Jacobs, 
Many Cargoes; Kipling, Light that Failed; Stevenson, Treasure Island; 
Wells, War of the Worlds; and Weyman, Under the Red Robe. 

It is interesting to notice that only one of these novels deals with modern 
life or society ; there is a decided predominance of ‘“‘ romantic "’ and adventure 
stories. Every book, however, is an excellent example of the well-written 
yet popular novel, and the list shows that the readers’ opinions are based upon 
a combination of good taste and an appreciation of the recreative worth of a 
good yarn. 

READER’s INK. INDIANOPOLIS LIBRARY SERVICE, Nos. I. and II. 
May and June, 1922. 

This, the latest addition to a long list of bulletins, is a continuation, in 
a new and popular form, of the earlier book bulletin of the Indianapolis Library. 
Consisting of four pages of notes and explanations of library facilities, it gives 
also one page of notes on new books. The second issue contains also, under 
the heading ‘‘ Local Trails to Adventure,” a list of rambles, and other excursions 
in the neighbourhood of the town. 


JUVENILE. 


Van Loon (Hendrik) THE Story OF MANKIND. Cloth, large 8vo, 
492 pp., with over 140 black and white line illustrations, 9 four- 
colour pages, numerous animated maps and half-tone pictures, 
and an animated chronology of the History of the World done 
by the Author. Geo. G. Harrap and Co., Ltd., 1922. 12s 6d 
net. 


In the “‘ Story of Mankind ” the author has hit upon one v t 
He points out that children’s ideas of art are very different om ies at ks 
parents, and this is no doubt equally true of children’s ideas of the style in 
which historical events should be presented, which differ considerably from 
the style which appeals to the adult reader. Mr. Van Loon both writes and 
illustrates for the juvenile, and his advice to teachers is that boys and girls 
should be allowed to absorb their history after their own desires, that is to 
say, in the easiest manner in which they can assimilate it, lest they should 
otherwise say dutifully, “ Yes, sir,” and ‘‘ No, sir,” and proceed to forget 
all that they have been told. 

Another point that the author makes is the fact that the child memory 
is more easily stimulated when the suggestion is taken through the eye rather 
than through the ear. A child does not forget a subject which he has attempted 
to draw, whereas it is a truism that what goes in at one ear frequently comes 
out at the other. The same idea is found in geography which is most easily 
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remembered by visiting places, and though the drawings of historical events 
may be very imperfect and immature they impress on the mind of the pupil 
the event he is endeavouring to depict. 

Throughout Mr. Van Loon’s work is written in a colloquial and interesting 
manner. To achieve what he has achieved in one volume is a feat, and naturally 
the historian can criticise not only the proportion of space given to various 
periods but the comparative magnitude of outstanding historical events. In 
a manner of speaking, we believe Mr. Van Loon is an impressionist, and that 
he tries to give to the fresh and untouched mentality of the child who has 
never studied history a first incisive surv ey of what he designates as “ a won- 
derful voyage through the past to the present.” 


CHILDREN’S Book oF KNOWLEDGE, to be completed in about 48 
fortnightly parts, coloured wrappers, imperial 8vo, Cassell and Co., 
Ltd., 1922. 1s 3d net per part. 


Part I. contains numerous illustrated articles, a special photographic 
section, and a folding coloured map of the world. Part II. contains 60 article 
with many illustrations, and 16 pages of photogravure in colour. 


BOOKS RECEIVED. 


As we go to press we have received: British Association for 
the Advancement of Science Publications, including :—BrITIsH 
ASSOCIATION HANDBOOK, 1922. Handbook to Hull and the East 
Riding of Yorkshire, edited by T. Shepherd, M.Sc., F.G.S. Pre 
pared for the Members of the British Association for the Advance- 
ment of Science on the Occasion of their Visit to Hull in Septem- 
ber, 1922. Cloth, cr. 8vo, 532 pp., illustrated. A Brown and 
Sons, Ltd., 1922. 

Hull: 1922, Ninetieth Annual Meeting, Journal of Sectional and other 

Proceedings. 

List of Members present at the meeting. 

Local Programme, Hull, 1922. 

List of Corporation Insignia and Plate exhibited in the Reception Room, 

Guildhall. 

Jack J. W., (M.A.) MANuaL oF FRENCH PRONUNCIATION AND 
Diction, based on the Notation of the Association Phonetique 
Internationale. Cloth, 8vo, 244 pp. Geo. G. Harrap and Co., 
Ltd., 1922. 7s 6d net. 


Yan Phou Lee, WHEN I Was A Boy 1n Cutna. Cloth, 8vo, 128 pp., 
illustrated. Geo. G. Harrap and Co., Ltd. 1922. 3s 6d net. 


Webb (Marion St. John) Toe House witH THE TWISTING PassaGE. 
Cloth, cr. 8vo, 256 pp., illustrated. Geo. G. Harrap and Co., Ltd., 
1922. 5s net. 

Chatwyn (Alys) A CREDIT TO THE ScHOooL. Cloth, cr. 8vo, 240 pp., 
illus. The Epworth Press, 1922. 5s net. 


MUNICIPAL AND OFFICIAL HANDBOOK OF THE CITY OF AUCKLAND, 
New ZEALAND. Edited by John Barr, Chief Librarian, prepared 
by direction of the Auckland City Council. Cloth, 8vo, 242 pp., 
illustrations, maps. 1922. 


Dwetty’s PARISH REcorDs: Vol. 9, Bishop’s Transcripts at Wells. 
Vol 6, Bath, 1768-1802, Durston, Chipstable, Raddington, 
Northover, Ilchester, and Broadway, 1598-1628. 8vo, wrappers, 
256 pp. Dwelly, Fleet, Hants., 1922. 16s. net. 
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Bashford (H. H.) Hatr-Past BED Time. Cloth, 8vo, 224 pp., illus. 
George G. Harrap and Co., 1922. 5s. net. 


Wilson (Marjorie) KLipPER-KLoPPER, and other Verses for Children. 
Cloth, 8vo, 70 pp., frontis. George G. Harrap and Co., 1922. 
2s. 6d. net. 


SCHOOL OF LIBRARIANSHIP 


WuatT may be called a preliminary meeting of the School of 
Librarianship was held at University College, Gower Street, London, 
on 27th September. After refreshments had been served, the meeting 
gathered in the Union Lounge, where Sir Gregory Foster gave a 
brief earnest address on the status of librarianship and the relation 
of the School thereto. The College, he said, recognized that it had 
a responsibility to two types of student. The first was the whole- 
time student who could give two years to study. In time he hoped 
that these would be post-graduate students, who took librarian- 
ship as a professional course after completing a degree course. 
He thought the time would come when the librarian of every con- 
siderable library would be expected to have had a university 
education. The second type of student was the assistant already 
engaged in libraries in or near London, and hitherto not enough 
had been done for him. Now the whole course was being duplicated 
in the evenings, so that in a minimum of three, or a maximum of 
five, years any assistant could obtain the university diploma. He 
appealed to librarians to make this fact known. 

The Director, Dr. E. A. Baker, explained that the School 
prepared for both the L.A. and the University Diploma—the 
courses really coincided—and a student could, and should, study at 
the College for either or both of these examinations. Most of the 
courses were on Wednesday afternoon and evening, and therefore 
on the day on which most assistants were off duty. A special 
syllabus had been prepared for part-time students, which could 
be obtained from the Secretary of the College, Dr. W. W. Seton. 
The following time-table may be of interest :— 

Monday.—6.30, Literary History (Dr. Baker). 

Tuesday.—6, Latin; 7, French. 

Wednesday.—2.30, Library Organization (Mr. B. M. Headicar) ; 
4.45, Cataloguing (Mr. W. R. B. Prideaux); 5.30, Public 
Lectures; 6.45, Library Routine (Mr. C. R. Sanderson) ; 
7.45, Classification (Mr. Berwick Sayers). 

Thursday.—5.15, Paleography (Mr. Hilary Jenkinson). 

Friday.—5, Bibliography (Mr. A. Esdaile); 6.30, Bibliography 
(Mr. Esdaile). 


Tue Lisrary Worip 


CORRESPONDENCE 


WE have received the following impressions of the Cardiff Con- 
ference from a correspondent :— 

“Old friendships renewed, and the making of new ones with those of 
the younger generation of librarians. What a fine and enthusiastic lot they 
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are, too, and how they bring home to one the passing of the years, and the 
fact that some of us are nearing the time when we shall be content to rest on 
our oars, and leave their young enthusiasm to carry on. It is a matter for 
regret that so few of the younger women attend the Conference; the few who 
do are, however, the right type of well-educated girl whe should do much for 
the furtherance of the highest ideals of librarianship. The pity of it is that 
they are so few in number. It was pleasant to renew acquaintance with the 
two Dutch lady librarians; they deserve well of their country for coming to 
England for the purposes of the Conference. We also welcomed the presence 
of Mr. Asher, Libraridn of Johannesburg. How enterprising the colonies 
are in sending their representatives to gather information from other countries, 


A happy spirit of good comradeship prevailed, and was especially in 
evidence after the day’s work was over and we sat about in the lounge, gossiping, 
telling tales, talking shop, and getting rises out of one another whenever 
possible. I wonder whether the fact of having as our President one of oure 
selves tended to foster the friendly spirit which was so marked a feature of 
the gathering. In Mr. Ballinger we have one whom we delight to honour. 
Mr. and Mrs. Ballinger gave no formal handshake and mechanical smile; 
their greetings were the greetings of the tried friends of years, and were 
appreciated in the way in which they were given. 


The addresses were excellent, stimulating and presenting points of view 
outside our own general experience. To hear the leading men representing 
Adult Schools, Works’ Libraries, Music, Drama, Elementary Education, etc., 
set before us their ideas of the part Public Libraries could take in forwarding 
their particular ideals is energising. It, of course, appears impossible to 
establish a Music Library on the lines advocated by Professor W. Davies, 
but who knows what the publication of such ideals may bring forth, and the 
influence it may have on the future of such work in connection with our 
libraries ? The charm of Mr. St. John Irvine's address must be heard to be 
realized. His description of a certain popular book will long remain in our 
memories. Personally | am consumed with envy of Liverpool, which has the 
money and enterprise to get such men to lecture for them, even if, as was 
suggested by a subsequent speaker, people go to see the big bug rather than 
to hear the lecture (with which sentiment I entirely disagree). They cannot 
listen without realizing that the subject of the lecture is greater than the 
lecturer, however popular he may be. 


What a scrum the Annual Business Meeting was, but in spite of it the 
delegates expressed their opinions on certain important matters with no 
uncertain voice. Everything was out of order, and practically the only 
resolutions that would have been in order were crowded out. It certainly 
shows a keenness and interest that promises well. 

Mr. Farr and his staff are to be congratulated on the excellence of the 
local arrangements, and well deserve the thanks which were so heartily 
accorded them. 


Just one growl. What a fearful rush the whole week was! Speaking 
personally, I particularly wished to visit the branch libraries and the various 
exhibitions that had been arranged, but with two Council Meetings in addition 
to the Conference Meetings it was an utter impossibility. 


As to Cardiff itself, I am not much wiser than before I went, but I carry 
away the recollection of groups of glorious public buildings set in spacious 
and delightful surroundings, of flowers and trees and sunshine which are 
certainly not the sort of things one expects to see at a coal port. 


There is one thing I long to know. Why, if the Park Hotel was head 
quarters, did the hon. officials and a small group of Londoners stay elsewhere? 


My desires for next year are :— 

Ist.—A less crowded programme. 

2nd.—More time to discuss our problems, 
3rd.—The same delightful renewal of friendships, 
4th.—The same good weather, (Barring Tuesday.) 


K.E.P, 


Send for Rucey's Larest® Lest. 


REPLACEMENT CATALOGUE, var 9,000 


From 9d. 
ordering from our. Catalogue. 


The Sewing and Binding ef every hook 
Books handsewa by varied to 


of paper. i 


Trained staff wean, 
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Sent on apprgral. on aprptication. ; 
of oor DEPARTM Technigsi and Soivntific, ©: 
and Areowaten:;, Soci Reform and Political Ant, 
Drama, Literature end Rare Books and First 
German, Spanish aod Backs. 
SPECIAL TERMS TO HOOKS PURCH 4 OR 


Loxbon. 


1922 
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FOLK-SONG anp 
DANCE BOOKS 


FOR LIBRARIES AND SCHOOLS 


CRAMPTON—The Second Folk Dance Book 
CRAWFORD—The Rhythms of Childhood - 
CRAWFORD—Dramatic Games & Dances for Little Children 
CRAWFORD—Folk Dances and Games 


CRAMPTON AND WOLLASTON—The Song Play 
Singing Games for Children - 


Frost—The Clog Dance Book - 
GEARY—Folk Dances of Czecho-Slovakia 
SHAFTER—Dramatic Dances for Smali Children - 
RatH—Aesthetic Dancing 
Tart—The Technique of Pageantry 
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ILLUSTRATED CATALOGUES with full 
descriptions of each of the above, 
on application to :— 


GRAFTON & CO., 


Coptic House, 7 & 8 Coptic St., 
LONDON, W.C.1. 


Printed by FRANK JUCKES, 85, Aston Street, Birmingham, 
and Published for the Proprietors by GRAFTON & CO., 8, 
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